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In This Issue…

As the first edition of a new academic year, this newsletter
highlights some of the successes from the summer exams,
and it is lovely to read about all the fantastic achievements of
the young people of Darlington – some of the stories
included in this edition are truly inspirational! Of course
these successes would not be possible without the
partnership between the young people, their parents /carers
and the staff in all the schools and colleges across our
borough who have provided such amazing support; I am
sure I speak on behalf of all of the young people in the town
by saying a huge thank you to everyone for their hard work
in the run up to the summer exams.
At the time of writing we are still in a period of change and
uncertainty around the future of education. With a new
Ofsted framework being used for the first time this year, the
potential implications of Brexit, a national pattern of financial
concerns and the various promises about education being
made by different parties as part of their general election
campaigning are just some of the wider issues schools and
colleges are facing, it is even more heartening to read about
the range of opportunities and experiences all the institutions
within the 11-19 Partnership are providing.
Schools and colleges are continuing to be the ‘safe port’ in the
storm for so many of our young people who are
exceptionally lucky to have so many staff who are willing to
go above and beyond to ensure that this remains the case in
the coming academic year. I wish you every success for the
year ahead and look forward to continuing to read about all
the activities and events which are taking place in Darlington
in future editions of this newsletter.
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Darlington College signs up to Mental Health Charter
Senior managers at Darlington College
have signed a brand new national
mental health and wellbeing charter,
created by the Association of Colleges
in conjunction with mental health
experts.
Chairman of Darlington
College’s Board, Pat Howarth said:
“This is more than just the signing of a
document, it reflects a commitment by
the college to create a caring culture
recognising the importance of mental
health and wellbeing”. “This means
colleges such as ours are in a position
to play a vital role in supporting the
mental health and wellbeing of
students and staff,” said Principal and
Chief Executive Kate Roe.
Pat Howarth, Chairman of Darlington College’s Board and Kate Roe, Principal

The 11-point document aims to promote equality of opportunity and challenge mental health stigma.
It also seeks to provide appropriate mental health training for staff and provide individual mental
health support where needed.
The mental health charter encourages colleges to commit to:
• wellbeing and mental health work being led by a senior manager
• having a wellbeing and mental health policy with a clear implementation action plan
• creating an open and inclusive college ethos which includes respect for those with
mental ill health
• promoting equality of opportunity and challenging mental health stigma through
teaching and tutorials
• encouraging and collecting student views by working with the Students Union and
other student representative bodies
• providing appropriate mental health training for staff
• providing relevant information to parents and carers
• establishing effective links with local health systems and voluntary sector mental health
providers
• promoting the benefits of physical activity and sport
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FutureMe Awards
This year’s FutureMe awards were held at The Quayside Exchange in
Sunderland.
Hurworth School pupil Connor Scott won the "Most Inspirational
Student Award" for his outstanding dedication and enthusiasm.
Connor received fantastic feedback from staff both within and
outside of school, regarding his excellent attitude, focus and
progression towards his career goal.

Connor Scott receiving his award

Hurworth School HE Champion, Darren Thompson was there to
support Connor on his fabulous achievement. Penny Hudson
(Careers Leader) at Hurworth School, also received the award for
"Outstanding Individual Contribution to Higher Education”.

Success Adds Up
Pupils at Haughton Academy were
presented with a host of certificates
following their success in the annual
Intermediate Mathematics Challenge, run by
the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust
(UKMT).
More than 200,000 pupils from 3,000 schools
took part in the competition, aimed at
students in Year 11 and below, which
challenges students in creative mathematical
reasoning and problem solving skills.
Certificates are awarded to the top 40% of
students nationally.
Bronze certificates were awarded to Year 9
pupils Jake Mason, 13, and Jorja Stewart, 14,
who both received best in year accolades
and Year 10 pupil Ewan Page, 14, and
Charlotte Gibbs, 14, who was also awarded
best in year, and Year 11 pupil Adam
Wilkinson.

3

Aiden Foster and Adam Biernat with their Gold awards

Gold awards, which were given to just seven per
cent of students nationally, went to Aiden Foster,
16, and Adam Biernat, 16 who also collected best
in school and best in year award. Both were
invited to participate in the next round of
competition which attracts entrants from over 50
countries globally.

Big project at Carmel College
Carmel students wowed again with exceptional enterprise and innovation in this year’s Big Project.
As part of the careers programme at Carmel, students are invited to take part in a year-long project
working with Jacobs to create ambitious and big projects that address real needs.
This year the focus was how artificial intelligence and the 4th industrial revolution could improve
the way we live or work. Teams worked with Jacobs mentors and had support on the legal aspects
of their projects from the Endeavour Partnership. Harvey & Hugo provided teams with advice
about PR, marketing and social media.
The Big Project Final took place at Carmel in June. Judges from Tees Valley Combined Authority,
Jacobs, Harvey & Hugo and The Endeavour Partnership had the very difficult decision to crown
this year’s winning team. Sara Crawshaw, Assistant Vice Principal said, “The quality of ideas and
how teams have worked together and used advice from various sectors has been exceptional.
Everyone who has been involved this year should be really proud of their achievements”.

Carmel College exam success
Congratulations to Carmel students who in the summer received
excellent exam results, enabling them to continue with education or
to secure employment.
At GCSE 87% of students achieved at least a standard pass (grade 94) in both Maths and English, and 64% achieved a strong pass or
higher (grade 9-5) in both subjects. 272 of the College’s GCSE entries
were graded 9 or 8, the highest levels of attainment in GCSE.
The College’s A Level achievement, like GCSE outcomes, were higher
than national performance, and figures were also well above north
east averages, with 31% of A level entries graded A*-A, and
58% graded A*-B. The College’s pass rate was 99.4%.
Carmel students celebrate

Students have gone on to accept university offers, apprenticeships and embraced the opportunity to
further their ambitions to secure their ideal careers.
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Student business advances to regional finals

QE first year students have launched their own fashion brand, ‘c_ncept.’

First year students from QE have launched their own business and product as part of the Young
Enterprise Company Programme and have advanced to the North East Regional Finals. The
fashion brand, entitled ‘c_ncept.’, is aimed at younger audiences. A Level Business and
Economics student, Glenn Premarion, who is also the company’s creative director, describes the
logo as ‘simple and contextual, representing a minimal aesthetic. The missing ‘o’ suggests the idea
is incomplete, that there is space for it to grow into something bigger and better.’ The group
began by selling reusable, canvas tote bags and are now looking to expand their range of products
to include t-shirts.
With support from Young Enterprise and their business adviser, Andrew Wattsford, from local
business, Wattsford Commercial Finance, the students were tasked with preparing a business
plan and presentation which they delivered to judges at the Tees Valley Area Showcase, hosted by
Teesside University. Despite facing tough competition, ‘c_ncept.’ finished in second place and the
group will now compete in the North East Regional Finals. Delighted at the result, Andrew
comments: ‘It is fantastic to hear that the team from QESFC have been rewarded for their hard
work. These young people have shown true entrepreneurial spirit and the skills they have
developed will undoubtedly allow them to succeed in the future.’
Alfie Burns, who studies Biology, English Literature and Maths at QE adds: ‘We are really excited
to be taking part in the regional finals. We really believe in the brand and cannot wait to present it
again.’ Alice Atkinson, Higher Education and Careers Adviser, concludes: ‘It has been wonderful
to work with these amazing, young entrepreneurs and witness them grow in confidence during
the process. I was immensely proud to see them come second in the Tees Valley Area Showcase,
they thoroughly deserved it. All of the products sold by the business can be found on their
Instagram page, ‘@c_ncept.official.’
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Plumbing student celebrates success
“I thought I’d better try college, and staff were so
friendly and welcoming. I wanted to take plumbing and
also needed maths and English and I came away with all
three. I’m looking forward to getting stuck in to Level 2
plumbing now and hopefully find an apprenticeship.
The tutors are great and we have always got on. I have
learned so much and my family are delighted. When I
first started at college I was really quiet, I literally
didn’t speak to anyone. But now I have made friends
and it has boosted my confidence and self-esteem.
It has made me realise that I can do anything I set my
mind to.”

Stewart Ward celebrates success at Darlington College

Darlington College plumbing student Stewart Ward who missed school from Year 9 has secured
his Level 1 plumbing but also managed to gain grade 4 in both maths and English GCSEs despite
living with hypermobility syndrome. The condition affects the joints and means that Stewart
struggles to write well as he has difficulty manipulating a pen. But with the support of tutors and
using a computer to write, the 18-year-old from Darlington, reached his personal milestones,
including a merit in spoken English.
Curriculum manager for English and maths Lois Calvert had high praise for Stewart who started
the courses a month late but didn’t miss a single day at college. “Stewart has been an absolute
superstar and never missed a lesson. He has worked so hard and even became involved with the
student committee.”
Stewart was one of many Darlington College students who achieved their personal goals with the
help of the English, maths and ESOL (English as a second or foreign language) departments. “We
have had a number of students go up several grades in just a year,” Mrs Calvert said. “Some went
from 2s and 3s to secure 6s. We have smaller class sizes and can tailor individual approaches to
learning, so we can target areas of improvement and put in enhancement sessions and tutorials.
Our staff even come in during the holidays to teach.
“We have a very dedicated team who stretch and challenge students and don’t allow them to give
up, encouraging them to aim for the highest grade possible, not just a pass,” she added. “Some
students can be reluctant at first because they feel disillusioned with learning. But our staff
quickly build relationships and then they love coming to college. When you see students have a
lightbulb moment it is so rewarding as the smiles spread across their faces. Many students go on
to university which they could not have done without their maths and English, so it really is lifechanging.”
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QE Students enjoy stunning A level success
Students and staff at Queen Elizabeth Sixth
Form College are celebrating another year of
excellent A Level results. QE is one of the
country’s largest A Level centres and continues
to provide an exceptionally high-quality
education for students from across the region.
This year’s A Level pass rate is wonderful at
99.5% (national average 97.6%) with a superb
high grade rate (A*, A and B grades) of over
57% (national average 51.6%). In 47 subjects the
pass rate was 100%, with 80 of our students
attaining at least A*/As, an incredible
achievement.

FIFA, UEFA and Premiership referee Michael
Oliver with sports students from Darlington
College and th Martin Gray Football Academy

Within these headline figures there were some exceptional individual performances. Former
Hummersknott students Jill Mitchell, Ben Scullion, Hannah Hunt and James Waters achieved a
total of 17 A/A* grades between them. These outstanding results have allowed them to progress
to places at Christ’s College Cambridge (Natural Sciences), Trinity Hall Cambridge (Natural
Sciences), Newcastle (History) and Manchester (Physics), respectively.
Anna King, who came to QE from Carmel College, enjoyed similar success with 3 A* grades in
English Literature, French and Extended Project and an A grade in History. She will go on to
study English and French at Magdalen College, Oxford.
Former Wyvern student Poppy Hutchinson achieved 2A*s in Psychology, Sociology and 2As in
English Literature and Extended Project and has chosen to study Psychology at prestigious
Durham University.
Adam Plumb also did extremely well, achieving A*s in Photography, Fine Art and Extended
Project and B in History. Results gained by students who progressed from two of our other
partner schools were equally impressive.
The University of Central Lancashire and a course in Paramedic Practice awaits for ex-Hurworth
student Jodie Friebel who opted to follow a programme of Applied General Courses doing
fantastically well in achieving a D*D* in Health & Social Care and a D* in Sport & Leisure.
Architecture at Bath University is the next step for Jodie’s contemporary Ashley Stayman-Collin
who achieved 2A*s/2As in Maths, Physics, Biology and Extended Project.
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QE Students enjoy stunning A level success
continued….
Former Polam Hall students Zee Theivendram and Josh Seaton also achieved excellent results.
Zee gained straight As in Maths, Biology and Chemistry whilst Josh secured 3 D*s in IT
(Double) and Media. Zee plans to apply for medicine next year, and Josh will be heading to
Leeds to study Digital Media.
Former Education Village students Rose McEwan, who achieved As in Law and Sociology and
a D* (Distinction) in Health & Social Care and Jake Wearmouth, who gained D*D* in Sport &
Leisure and D* in IT, did particularly well. Jake has chosen to study Sport Management at
Northumbria. Molly Shaw and Naomi Gibson are two students who progressed from St
Aidan’s to QE. Molly achieved an A in Sociology, B in English Language and D* in Health &
Social Care. Naomi Gibson was also successful achieving high grades in Psychology (A), Health
& Social Care (D*) and Biology (C). Molly intends to study Speech & Language Therapy at
Liverpool John Moores whilst Naomi will travel to Northumbria University to study
Psychology.
Two of Longfield’s former
students also achieved top
grades:
Hanka
Langerova
gained A* in Business and As in
Economics, Maths and Extended
Project.
Bailey
Bowes
successfully
completed
his
Applied courses gaining D*D* in
Sport & Leisure and D* in IT.
Hanka will read Economics and
Finance at Queen Mary’s,
London whilst Bailey will attend
Teesside University to study
Sport
Therapy
and
Rehabilitation.

Hannah Hunt, left and Anna King, right

Principal, Tim Fisher, comments: “QE students have achieved tremendous results this
summer, reflecting their talents and endeavour as well as the skill of their teachers in enabling
them to succeed. They will go on to destinations in Higher Education and work with the
knowledge and confidence that they have acquired and I have no doubt that they will
continue to excel in their future studies and careers.”
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QE Students experience high fashion in London and Paris
The Art department at QE has taken 40 students on
an inspiring visit to London and Paris, exploring
the sights, museums and galleries in both cities
and carrying out important research for A Level
Art and Art Foundation coursework.
Upon arriving in London, the group was able to
obtain tickets for the hugely popular Christian Dior:
Designer of Dreams exhibition before taking in
examples of fashion, prints and interior pieces
from the period 1952 to 1977 at the Swinging
London: A Lifestyle Revolution / Terence Conran –
Mary Quant display at the Fashion and Textiles
Museum. Portfolio evidence was also collected
from the Tate Modern and Natural History
Museum and the visit concluded with students
watching a stunning West End performance of Les
Misérables, paying particular attention to the
wonderful costumes and set design.
In Paris, the group explored the Louvre, Musée d’Orsay, Centre Pompidou and many famous
Parisian sights including Sacré-Cœur and Montmartre. One of the main highlights was going up
Montparnasse Tower and being able to see the entire city from above, providing another fantastic
opportunity for drawing.

A Level Fine Art and Textiles student, Ellie Bedford,
said:

Owen Davies, who
Foundation, said:

‘I loved being able to obtain a close look at the garments
created by Christian Dior and see how he created detailed
floral surfaces.’ A Level Fine Art and Graphics student,
Yasmin Butler, concludes: ‘Being in both cities has helped
me enormously with my work and I was able to find
something in every museum to add to my personal
project.’

‘I was really excited to see original print
designs by Eduardo Paolozzi as he is the
focus of my stage three research.’
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studies

Art

Darlington College Awards

Darlington College students celebrate success at their annual awards
evening.

A dedicated student has been rewarded for
her efforts after overcoming health and
logistics issues to build herself a bright
future. Isobel Taylor Lindop was recognised
with the top award for travelling 60 miles a
day by car, bus, train and on foot to study
bricklaying at Darlington College despite
having a disability. Three years ago the 17
year-old developed a condition that left her
living with involuntary movements in her
arms and legs.
Despite the issue she
travelled every day to Darlington from the
village of West Tanfield, between Ripon and
Bedale, a convoluted journey which took two
hours each way.

After securing her Level 1 bricklaying qualification, she is now studying
business and law, and hopes one day to run her own shop providing
affordable clothing for people who struggle to find the right fit. “It could
be someone who lives with dwarfism, or only has one arm,” she said.
“Not everyone has the same size feet or length of leg for normal sizing
and labels could also be in braille. I want to make clothing accessible to all
and that also means through fair pricing.”
Darlington College principal Kate Roe told the awards ceremony
audience of students, friends and families: “Isobel was a model student
from the outset, overcoming a variety of health issues and a challenging
journey to college.” Also reaching the final four for the top accolade were
plumber Stewart Ward, of Darlington, budding engineer Victoria Bennett,
of Catterick Village, and nurse Makereta Manulevu, of Catterick Garrison.

Isobel Taylor Lindop receives her
award

Many other students were also rewarded at the ceremony, hosted by journalist and author Peter
Barron, for their dedication, commitment and achievements in a variety of curriculum areas including
health and social care, sport, beauty therapy, accounting, business administration, art and design,
fabrication and welding, public services, hairdressing and catering. Ms Roe said: “I feel so proud to
see our talented students develop and achieve such remarkable qualities, qualities which will be
valued by universities and prospective employers.”
Chairman of Darlington College Board, Pat Howarth added: “We work with thousands of students
and these award winners really are our crème-de-la-crème, the best of the best. Every time I walk
into college I am struck by the buzz in the air and the sheer variety of courses and age groups, from
all over Darlington, South Durham and North Yorkshire who use this great community facility. We
are there to serve and to ensure people have the skills and opportunities which are valued so highly
by employers. Thanks to our talented staff, who go about their work with incredible determination,
and the efforts of our students, many of whom also work and bring up families, we are the best FE
college in the Tees Valley for overall student achievement and sixth in the country.”
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Designers on Track
Year 10 Design and Technology pupils at Haughton Academy, part of the Education
Village Academy Trust, designed and manufactured a series of first, second and third place
awards for the Middridge CRT Croft Circuit Races.
Keen bike rider and Head of Design and Technology at Haughton Academy, Gary Taylor,
who is also a member of the Ferryhill Wheelers, said: “Each year both the adult and junior
winners of the cycle time trials receive a trophy which they have for just one year.
“I approached event organiser Stephen Cowley with the idea that our pupils design and
make the trophies for first, second and third place in future events. I think he was a little
hesitant at first but tentatively agreed, not originally thinking that school pupils could
deliver such a quality product.”
The year-long project saw 14 Design and Technology pupils research and develop their
ideas, create a portfolio of designs, pitch their thoughts to the organising team and
manufacture the awards using computer aided design.
The first sets of awards were presented by Mr Taylor to the first, second and third junior
Australian pursuit competitors at Croft Circuit. Event organiser Stephen Cowley added:
“The range of designs and quality of production are amazing and I am sure all of the age
categories who receive them will be equally impressed with the detail and designs.”
“I was absolutely blown away by the variety
and range of designs that the pupils came up
with.”
“They used a variety of materials, including
10mm acrylic that looks like glass, gold,
silver and bronze colouring, mirrored
acrylics and even recycled bike parts. “They
really stepped up to the challenge, which was
great practice for their GCSE major project
next year, and the final products were just
outstanding.”
Head of Design and Technology
Gary Taylor
Pupils with their designed awards
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Haughton Academy pupils celebrate
Year 10 Haughton Academy pupil Ewan Page celebrated
alongside his Year 11 sister Annalise as they both picked up
top marks in their GCSE English Literature. Ewan 15, of
Darlington, who was entered in the academy’s early entry
literature exam, scored an impressive 158 out of 160 marks,
giving him a grade 9 one year early. Sister Annalise Page,
16, also achieved an outstanding set of results including six
grade 9s, two grade 8s, one distinction and one distinction
star.
The academy saw a 10 per cent increase from 2018 in maths
and English at 4+ to 65 per cent, an increase at 5+ to 34 per
cent and an 8 per cent increase in the English Baccalaureate
(English language, literature, maths, sciences, geography or
history and a language) to 17 per cent. The traditional
measure of 5+ A star to C grades including English and
maths saw a huge increase to 61.4 per cent the highest ever
for Haughton Academy.

Sibling Success at Haughton Academy—Ewan
and Annalise pick up top marks

Principal Jonathan Lumb said: “We have had a good set of performance outcomes this year which
shows an improving three year trend across all of our measures. I am very proud of the
continuing improvement at Haughton Academy. These results are testimony to the hard work of
the pupils and the high quality teaching that we now have in place. We are so proud of all our
pupils’ achievements and wish them all the best for the future.”
Top achievers at Haughton Academy included Ellie McTimoney, with seven grade 9s, three grade
8s and two distinctions, Annalise Page, six grade 9s, two grade 8s, one distinction star and one
distinction, Aidan Foster, four grade 9s, two grade 8s, one distinction star and one distinction,
Lyla Kaddoura, one grade 9, four grade 8s and one distinction, and Chloe Ireland, one grade 9,
two grade 8s and a distinction star.
Pupil Adam Biernat, 16, who arrived in the
UK from Poland age 11 speaking no English,
was rewarded for his hard work with an
impressive six grade 9s, two distinction stars,
one distinction and other high grades.

Adam Biernat impresses with his list of high grades!
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Making the Grade
A determined pupil who missed more
than six months of school after undergoing
open heart surgery celebrated after gaining
an impressive set of GCSE results.
Haughton Academy pupil Chloe Ireland,
16, of Darlington, was treated for
congenitally corrected transposition, just
two years before completing her GCSE
exams which saw her achieve one grade 9,
two grade 8s, three grade 7s, a distinction
star, plus a host of other high GCSE
grades.
“I worked really hard for my exams, even to the
point of my teachers telling me to slow down a
bit, but I was determined to do well and I
couldn’t be happier with my results.”
Chloe makes the grade

The rare condition, in which the heart’s lower half is reversed, saw Chloe undergo a complex
Fontan Operation at The Freeman Hospital, Newcastle, to help improve her oxygen levels by
redirecting blood directly to her lungs. At the same time she was also fitted with a pacemaker and
had repairs made to a hole between her ventricles and a narrowed artery. “Basically my pumps
were round the wrong way,” said Chloe. “I was diagnosed just after I was born and was
constantly monitored by cardiologists at The Freeman Hospital while I was growing up. As I got
older I found it more and more difficult to get my breath so in 2017 the decision was made for me
to have open heart surgery to correct the defect.”
Despite missing more than six months of her GCSE mock examination year following her
operation and rehabilitation, Chloe continued to study with help from Haughton Academy
teachers and the Darlington Home School Support. “My recovery was very gradual and I was
really nervous about going back to school but the staff were really great and gave me loads of
help,” she said.

Chloe is now hoping to study law, psychology and economics at A-level with a view to pursuing
a career in law.
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Broadening horizons for Wyvern Academy pupils
As part of Wyvern Academy's
Enrichment Week, a group of lower
school pupils got the opportunity
to sample some of the delights of our
capital city by taking in the sights,
sounds, smells and tastes of London by
taking a cruise along the Thames,
climbing to the top of Tower Bridge and
stopping for a spot of lunch at Covent
Garden. Predominately a theatre trip,
with the aim of broadening their
horizons and exploring some of the best
that British Theatre has to offer, they
experienced two West End shows - the
chilling Woman in Black and The Lion
King - and took part in a 1 hour
movement workshop at the famous
Pineapple studios.

Wyvern Academy pupils visit to Pineapple Studios in London

Jenny Chapman MP visit to Wyvern Academy

Wyvern Academy welcomed Jenny
Chapman, MP for an afternoon session to
speak to Mr Henson's GCSE Citizenship
class. The pupils enjoyed hearing about
and discussing local issues following on
from their trip to Parliament earlier on in
their course.
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Hummersknott Academy’s Karate Kid
11 year old Hummersknott Academy student Finlay
Thomas, was entered into the recent 7th Kyokutan Karate
Competition. He competed in the Individual Kata, the
Team Kata and the Kumite (combat).
Finlay came away with a third in the Team Kata and a
second in the individual event. He fought his way through
the Kumite competition to reach the final, where he was
delighted to win the competition.

Finlay Thomas with his stash of
medals

This was a fantastic achievement for Finlay—his greatest
yet. Hopefully this win will place him in a strong position
for the European Karate Championships next year.

Jeans for genes day at St Aidan’s CE Academy
Students and staff recently came to St Aidan’s Academy wearing jeans for the day.
In science lessons throughout the day, students in years 7, 8 and 9 took part in gene
lessons where they learned about genes and how they give everyone their differences
and similarities. They also made small double helix models out of sweets. At the end of
the day all the models were joined together to create a giant strand of DNA.
In addition to the lessons the science department and their STEM Club held a cake stall,
tombola and name the Teddy competition, where the school raised £238.56.
The first ever Jeans for Genes day was a great success with everyone enjoying a really fun
but educational experience.
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BBC report on Carmel College’s free schools meal initiative
Carmel College was visited by the BBC News team who reported on the new way that
funding for Free School Meals is allocated to accounts for children. At Carmel we allow
money that has not been spent on any one day to be kept on the account to allow pupils to
have access to the funding over time and give them a greater ownership of how they spend
their allowance. This initiative is part of a greater campaign organised by Citizen UK, and
we are delighted to be one of the only schools in the country embracing this change.

The BBC visits Carmel College

Carmel College Year 9 and Year 10 retreat
90 Year 9 and 10 students took part in their annual retreat. The focus was on God’s
‘Relentless Love’. As Bishop Robert had just been recently installed as the Bishop of
Hexham and Newcastle, students from Carmel took part in the Source Youth event on the
Wednesday evening. The evening included Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament and witness given by a seminarian training for the priesthood. All students had
an uplifting experience and were a credit to the College. Students are already looking
forward to next year’s retreat!
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St Aidan’s CE Academy
Sporting success
In the summer term St. Aidan’s competed in many different fixtures including cricket, mountain
biking and rounders. St Aidan’s won both the boys and girls mountain bikes events which led us to
go on and represent Darlington at the regional finals where we won the bronze medal. Our Year 7
rounders team came away from the Darlington rounders festival in 3rd place and our incredible
dancers performed at the Darlington Hippodrome.

Primary Schools Festival
Each Friday at the end of
term, St Aidan’s Academy
hosts a primary school festival
for schools in Darlington. Our
most recent festival was a
Year 5 & 6 rounders
tournament when Heathfield
Primary
school
were
victorious and claimed the St
Aidan’s Academy Primary
festivals trophy. Our next
festival will be tag-rugby.

Homework Club success
Year 7 pupils at St Aidan’s Academy, in partnership with
Nando’s, have been participating in a homework club on
Monday evenings 3-4pm. Whilst completing their homework, a
delivery of free Nando's is provided. The students enter a
weekly draw and are all offered the opportunity to come along.
So far it has been an amazing success!

Homework Club at St Aidan’s

St Aidan’s Academy - Leaders of the Future
St Aidan’s has been involved in a lot of events for leadership over recent weeks. We have
supported a number of athletics and get active events with KS1 & 2. Our leadership skills have
been recognised by a number of different primary schools and the Darlington active team which
led us to represent Darlington at a regional leadership event. We have even had the opportunity
to work with GB sprinter, Richard Kilty.
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St Aidan’s CE Academy
Annual Town Sports Athletics Competition
At this year’s annual Town Sports Athletics
competition, St Aidan’s Academy continued the
trend of entering more athletes and having
greater success. St Aidan’s had 6 gold medalists
in Tori Buckley (800m and Javelin), Oskar Kindle
(200m), Hannah-May Williams (High Jump),
Travis Read (High Jump) and Xander Phillips
(300m). Overall in the year groups that St Aidan’s
entered, we came 4th in Darlington.
Strength in numbers at the Town Sports day

Stephen Lewis Day 18th July 2019
On 18th July, St Aidan’s Academy celebrated Stephen
Lewis day, and what a spectacle it was. This year we were
able to add more events than ever and had more
competitors than ever. Pupils arrived in the colours of
their houses (Bede, Cuthbert, Hilda and Wilfred) and
competed in all athletic events on our athletics track.
There was fantastic competition throughout and many
records were broken. The winners and Stephen Lewis
Day 2019 Champions were Bede.

Life Changing University Visit
On 11th September the whole of Year 8 visited
Sunderland University. The St Aidan’s Academy
students found out about Higher Education, the
range of courses available and what they would
need to do to get there.
During the day students were taken on a tour of the
campus, took part in workshops on resilience and
team building, and ended the day with a debate.
Whilst only in Year 8, it is important for all students
to have aspirations, and this visit ensured that
students were aware that Higher Education is an
option for all students.
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Alex flies high
Alex Lennie, a Year 8 pupil from Hummersknott Academy,
was recently presented with the NODA (National Operatic and
Dramatic Association) North East Young Performer’s Award,
for her appearance in the role of Jemima Potts in the Darlington
Operatic Society production of ‘Chitty Chitty Bang Bang’.
Alex, who studies musical theatre at her dance school, was one
of 500 young people who auditioned for a part in the
production. She said that she was amazed to be one of 50
called back, but still did not imagine that she would be
successful for such a large role as Jemima. She said she
immediately began working on the songs and the script, and
was delighted, after quite a short time, to find herself in a
flying car.

‘Jemima Potts’ alias Alex Lennie!

Olivia Bowes – Learning & Skills Apprenticeship
Olivia attended St Aidan’s Academy before embarking on an
Apprenticeship in Business Administration with Darlington
Borough Council Learning & Skills, employed by Hill Cross
Furniture.
“I did not feel that university was right for me so I chose to do an
apprenticeship to advance my knowledge in business administration
whilst earning money at the same time.
I chose Learning & Skills because it looked interesting. I saw the
advert on the gov.uk apprenticeship website.
The placement looked interesting and Learning & Skills has given me
the opportunity to gain a qualification whilst working and learning
the skills I need.
I enjoy my apprenticeship because everybody is friendly and I have
been given new opportunities which I never thought that I would be
given.”
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Teesside University
Teesside University Media and Journalism
Competition
Budding student journalists are invited to take
part in a competition through the University’s
multimedia platform, TUXtra.
Entrants are invited to produce either a 60
second film, 60 second audio piece or 500 word
feature article entitled ‘Teesside’. The content
could take the form of a news story, something
they are proud of, something they think more
people should know about, or something
completely different – the more creative the
better!

Media and Journalism competition

As part of this competition, students will have the opportunity to visit TUXtra and take part in
workshops to develop skills and have their work published on the TUXtra platform. They will
also attend a premiere and awards ceremony featuring their work. This is a great opportunity for
students to build their portfolio and strengthen their personal statements and experience.
For more information and entry details, please contact Ami on a.becker@tees.ac.uk or 01642
342962.
The Knowledge Network
This is an opportunity for teachers, advisers and support professionals
to share knowledge, network with colleagues and get up to speed with
the latest sector developments. Knowledge Network events will be
held on:
➢ 18th December 2019
➢ 25th March 2020
➢ 23rd June 2020
To book and find out more please visit tees.ac.uk/studentrecruitment
The next issue of the 11-19 Practitioner Newsletter will be published in February 2020. If you
have an article to include in the newsletter, please send text and photos to
donna.smith@darlington.gov.uk by Friday 31st January 2020.
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