Darlington 11-19
Practitioner Newsletter
Issue 27, May 2018

© Darlington 11-19 Partnership

Welcome

In This Issue…

With the end of the academic year not far away and
the exam season underway, it's understandable that
many colleagues and students are now focusing on
academic achievements and the need to leave school
or college with the best possible grades. I would like to
thank the staff and students for their hard work and
wish them every success on "results day".
This edition of the 11-19 Practitioner Newsletter
showcases a wealth of opportunities that have been
provided for the young people of Darlington and it is
credit to the educational professionals and institutions
of the town that they all work together in the interests
of the young people to deliver the fantastic outcomes
over the course of the following pages.
This newsletter highlights a snapshot of the events and
opportunities that are taking place in Darlington and I
am proud to say that this is only the tip of the iceberg
in terms of what is going on day in and day out in all
of the partner institutions.
Thank you all for your hard work – it really does make
a difference to the young people of Darlington.
Wishing you all an enjoyable Summer.

Dean Judson
Chief Executive
Swift Academies
Chair, 11—19 Partnership
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Marvellous Medical Mavericks
Marvellous Medical Mavericks thrilled, educated and excited
groups of science, Health and Social Care and Child
Development students at Carmel College with a day of
interactive medical workshops of data collection, analysis and
diagnosis.
Students had the exciting opportunity of getting involved in
hands-on workshops where they took blood from ‘Handy
Andy’ the fake arm; recorded and printed their own ECG; tried
keyhole surgery; and looked inside their own body with an ultrasound machine!

Making her Mark in Management
Evie Ball, an A-Level Business student from Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form College, has triumphed
against 1,900 applicants to secure a Retail Management Apprenticeship with Marks and Spencer.
Having applied late last year, Evie was invited to an interview day at the company’s Metro Centre
branch along with 11 other candidates where she participated in a group discussion, data analysis
presentation and role-play exercise which explored the day-to-day scenarios retail managers face.
Following a one-to-one interview, Evie discovered that she had been successful in obtaining the
apprenticeship and will begin her career with M&S in Leeds this September, managing her own area
of the city centre store.
When Evie completes her 18-month long apprenticeship, she will be guaranteed a position within the
company and is excited get started. Looking ahead to the future, she comments, “I had always
assumed that I would go to university after my A-Levels and had even finished my UCAS
application to study Marketing Management. However, I have always enjoyed the concept of
working and when I found this apprenticeship, I knew that I
would regret not completing an application. I fully intend
on using my apprenticeship to help me ascend the career
ladder”. Evie is a prime example of how gaining A-levels
can lead to competitive and high quality apprenticeships as
well as prestigious university courses.
Kevin Fields, teacher of A-Level Business, adds, “We are so
pleased that Evie has successfully obtained the Retail
Management Apprenticeship position. She has been an
excellent asset to the A-Level Business course and we wish
her every success for the future’.
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Annual Apprenticeship Conference Awards
BL Training Ltd is the project lead for the ‘Apprenticeship Support and Knowledge Project’ in the
North region, which is funded by National Apprenticeship Service and DfE. This project provides
apprenticeship awareness sessions and interactive activities to school establishments in the North to
help pupils apply for local and national apprenticeship vacancies.
We work with 10 sub-regional apprenticeship provider network leads who all do a fantastic job
engaging 598 schools, 56,439 pupils and 4,433 parents year to date.

BL Training Ltd were successful in being short listed for the AAC Awards
and invited to attend the awards ceremony in London on 5th March, at the
start of National Apprenticeship Week.
Rt Hon. Robert Halfon MP hosted a celebratory reception on behalf of the
Further Education Week and Association of Employment and Learning
Providers, AAC awards in the Terrace Pavilion, House of Commons.
Director Gail Dalton-Ayres said, “We were thrilled to be shortlisted for
‘promoting apprenticeships campaign’ for the North region and are proud
to gain runner up status for the category and congratulate Sheffield County
Council as the overall winner who do an amazing job promoting
apprenticeships. Looking at the large colleges, county councils and large
employers who were also shortlisted from the 250 organisations who
entered these awards, BL Training Ltd a relatively small training provider,
are in very good company.”
The winners were BT, Capgemini, Clarkson Evans Ltd, Sheffield County
Council, CITB, Gen2, Abington & Witney College, Bridgend College,
Walsall College, Just IT training, Kent County Council, Newcastle &
Stafford Colleges Group.
FE Week and AELP announced the full shortlists for the AAC
Apprenticeship Awards in association with CMI in February, and the
national winners will be unveiled on March 22 at the Annual
Apprenticeship Conference in Birmingham.
Director Gail Dalton-Ayres and ASK Project Lead Juliette McLaren
attended the awards ceremony at the House of Commons in London.
Email: juliette.mclaren@bl-training.co.uk for more details.
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Mathematics Star
The brightest mathematician in a school’s history has been invited to join a
prestigious workshop for the best number crunchers in the country.
Aidan Sterling, from St Aidan’s C of E Academy, has been offered a coveted place
at a week long summer school organised by the UK Mathematics Trust.
The Year 10 student, who knew his 12 times tables in reception class and
secured a Grade B maths GCSE in Year 7, is now par with the best young
mathematics in the world.
Assistant principal and director of learning maths, David Spenceley, said,
“Aidan’s problem solving skills are beyond amazing and I often look to him for reassurance when
the class is tackling some of the more complex maths. I haven't come across another North East
student being invited to the summer school.”
Mathematical genius Aidan said, “I am really pleased to be invited to the summer school. When I
looked at what students did last year it looked really amazing and it will be great to be mixing with
the best of the best.”
The Summer schools organised by the UK Mathematics Trust, a charity based at the University of
Leeds. For more information on the charity and the summer schools, visit:
www.ukmt.org.uk/outreach/summer-schools/

Raising Aspirations for Young People in Care
Bringing together key people responsible for shaping the future of young people in care, this
conference at Teesside University offers a chance to discuss ways to work together to encourage
participation, achievement and progression in education.
More info can be found at www.tees.ac.uk/sections/whats_on/events_details.cfm?event_id=10136
Book online at www.nerap.ac.uk.

4

Porsche Apprenticeship
An automotive technician is on a fast track to success after securing an apprenticeship with one of
the world’s sportiest car brands.
Darlington College student James Schofield has been taken on a three-year apprenticeship with
luxury car makers Porsche, where he is already coming into contact with classics worth more than
£1m. The 19-year-old, of Middleton-in-Teesdale, spends a day a week at Darlington College
studying a L3 NVQ in motor vehicle maintenance and the rest of the week at JCT600’s flagship
dealership in Preston Farm, Stockton.
There he is currently sharing the workshop with a collector’s dream supercar, the 918 Spyder, said to
be worth more than £1.2m and classic 911s valued at up to £600,000.
“When I was a teenager the dream car on my bedroom wall was a Porsche RS,” said James, who
secured the apprenticeship after impressing staff during a period of work experience at Porsche
Centre Teesside.
“This is an absolutely fantastic place to start my career, particularly as JCT600 sell multiple luxury
brands including Maserati, Aston Martin, Ferrari, Lotus and Bentley. It is proving so rewarding that
they come into the workshop requiring attention and leave perfect.”
Porsche service manager Tim Copeland said, “James is an exceptional young man who has shown
great commitment, maturity and passion for the job. We were very impressed with him on work
experience as he asked to come back
once a week off his own back which was
to his credit. He shows the right attitude
and character and has instantly fitted
into the business well.”
Darlington College tutor Dave Hobson
added, “James deserves every success as
he is motivated, hardworking and keen
to learn. He is a great example of what
can be achieved with the right mind-set
and this opportunity with Porsche is an
incredible start to his apprenticeship.”
For more information on opportunities at Darlington College visit www.darlington.ac.uk.
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Roll on Rio
Travelling to Brazil to experience their world famous carnival scene is a dream for many, however
for Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form College student, Sam Ward-Hardy, this dream will become a reality
in November.
The budding musician, who has played guitar since the age of eight, has been awarded a £7,000 grant
by the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust to travel to Brazil and study the country’s carnivals and
religious music.

Following in the footsteps of his Mum and Aunty who have also participated in the scheme, Sam will
have the opportunity to work with young people and obtain an insight into the country’s culture
while pursuing his own passion for Brazilian percussion.
Upon returning to the United Kingdom,
Sam hopes to progress to university to
study Music and is excited to begin his
journey. “It’s going to be amazing. I’m
probably going to need to learn
Portuguese but I’m looking forward to
sharing what I learn when I come back”.
Laura Emerson Roberts, Lead Arts and
Music Worker at Jack Drum Arts, adds, “I
can’t think of anyone more deserving of
this opportunity and the tremendous
amount of hard work Sam puts into his
personal development is reflected in his
growing talent. Well done”.
Tim Fisher, Principal of QESFC,
concludes, “We are incredibly proud of
Sam for having been awarded this grant
from the Winston Churchill Memorial
Trust and believe it will allow him to
follow his dreams of studying Brazilian
music at an in-depth level. We can’t wait
to hear about his adventure and wish him
every success for the future”.

6

Ghost Tour
Over a number of weeks, Learning & Skills Study Programme
learners worked at the Hippodrome finding out about the story and
the history of the theatre, its restoration, including funding for
restoration.
They researched jobs in a theatre and developed the characters (e.g.
ghosts, and ghostbusters) they eventually played in the Ghost Tour.

Many of the young people were anxious and nervous about getting
involved, having never been to a theatre before, but working with
the Actors’ Guild, and their tutors, it helped the
learners to enjoy a highly enriching experience,
boosting their confidence, developing their cultural
awareness and being genuinely appreciated by the
people who went on the Tour.

National Citizen Service Award
Carmel College has been awarded the National Citizen Service Award for the biggest number of
students who have participated and/or signed up to take part. Students in KS4 and KS5 have had
introductory and follow-up assemblies from the NCS service.
Those who have already taken part in this were very enthused about their experience. The next
cohort are looking forward to spending part of their Summer, post-exams, learning new skills and
developing new friendships.
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NECOP / FutureMe
14 Year 9 Haughton Academy pupils have been
selected to take part in the North East Collaborative
Outreach Programme (NECOP)/FutureMe mentoring
programme and have now successfully completed
their introduction session and session one.
The pupils will take part in a programme running
over 6 sessions from now until the end of June. The
programme consists of a one hour group session,
followed by 20 minute one-to-one mentoring with
current University students and HE Ambassadors.
We have already had some fantastic feedback from pupils and the mentors regarding their sessions
and we are looking forward to welcoming them back.
NECOP is a consortia of all of the universities and colleges in the North East region working together
to support young people in the North East think about their futures and how higher education can
help them reach their goals. They aim to increase awareness of higher education opportunities and
progression pathways for young people and help both them and their key influencers understand the
higher education opportunities available in the North East.
FutureMe is the programme of activity that will be offered to students by NECOP in targeted areas
and schools. Students taking part in FutureMe will have access to a range of activities and events to
support them in considering their future options and learning about educational pathways available
to them. By taking part in FutureMe activities we want young people to have the opportunity to plan
for their future and gain an understanding of what can support them in reaching their goals, have
access to high quality information and support to help them consider whether higher education is the
right option for them and have an increased awareness and understanding of higher education
opportunities and progression pathways in the region.

Summer University
Available for everyone - short, mainly evening, part-time courses, taking place throughout June, July
and August at Teesside University.
 Return to study after taking a break from education
 Gain the qualification you need for a promotion
 Change career direction
 Enjoy the personal satisfaction of learning
 Meet the entry requirements for your course
More info can be found at www.tees.ac.uk/sections/parttime/summer_courses.cfm
.
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Darlington College Awards
Students’ determination proved to be food for thought as their
efforts gained them official recognition from their college.
Catering student Harold Cutting and nutritionist Sophie Kirk
shared the honours taking the top accolade at the annual
Darlington College awards ceremony.

Darlington College Students of the Year Harold
Cutting and Sophie Kirk

The joint Students of the Year received high praise from college
staff for their commitment to their studies, attitude to learning
and achievements, often against a background of adversity.

Guests heard that Harold, a Level 3 professional catering student, secured a position at the five star
Rockliffe Hall Hotel, where he now works in the brasserie. In September he will go to the Edge Hotel
School, at the University of Essex, to study a foundation degree in Hotel Management and hopes one
day to own his own restaurant or work at the Savoy in London. Harold, 18, said, “I’m so surprised to
share this wonderful honour with Sophie but it is lovely to be recognised in this way.”
Former college sports student Sophie is now studying a BSc degree in sports and exercise science at
Hull University with a view to becoming a nutritionist. The 20-year-old, achieved her success
despite living with dyspraxia, a condition that affects motor skills, emotions and can lead to learning
difficulties. “I received such a lot of support from my tutors at Darlington College which I am sure
helped me achieve three distinctions and a distinction with a star,” she said. “I am really enjoying
university life and hope one day to work as a nutritionist either in private practice or for the NHS.”
Darlington College principal Kate Roe said, “This is my favourite night of the year where we come
together to celebrate the amazing achievements of our fantastic students. We are so proud of them
and they should all be extremely proud of themselves.”
Chairman of Darlington College Board Pat Howarth said, “It is a privilege to share students’ many
achievements which are down to their hard work, with the support of very capable tutors and their
families.”
Compered by English tutor Jackson Todd, awards were presented to students in subject areas
including media studies, business administration, catering, sport, art, media, computing, child and
healthcare, access to social science, bricklaying, joinery, electrical installation, engineering, motor
vehicle repair, English, maths, hairdressing, beauty therapy, science, sport, teacher training, travel
and tourism and uniformed public services. Mr Todd said, “The core values of this college include
commitment, ambition, respect and excellence and all of the students here tonight have displayed all
of these qualities.”
For more information on opportunities at Darlington College visit www.darlington.ac.uk.
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Health Alive
A group of Year 12 students at Queen Elizabeth Sixth Form
College enjoyed a day at Northumbria University on a “Health
Alive” event where they took part in interactive sessions for
paramedic training, midwifery and adult nursing.
Working in simulation suites, including a mock-up operating
theatre, students tried their hand at giving anaesthetic and
monitoring progress during an operation and post-operatively,
including resuscitation techniques.
In the adult nursing session, they looked at fractures, how to
treat them and gained some practical skills applying bandages
to wounds.
In a virtual reality suite, the students learned about a patient’s
journey from collapse in a night-club to delivering emergency
care in an ambulance and how teamwork is essential in any
branch of healthcare. Alicia Stewart said, “I really enjoyed the
adult nursing workshop as it was a very practical-based session
that revealed more of the responsibilities of a nurse. The medical dummies and their features were so
lifelike, it was hard not to believe they were an actual person”.
Emma Chapman added, “It was a very useful and enjoyable experience. It allowed me to participate
and ask questions about adult nursing and midwifery. The staff were very helpful and
encouraging – it has certainly helped me to decide on the career I wish to follow for the future”.
Liz Bryan, Careers Adviser concluded, “This was a really excellent event – it highlighted to students
the facilities that are available for modern medical training and gave them the opportunity to practise
basic clinical skills”.

Youth MP
The 2018 Youth Member of Parliament election was won by Francis Humble. Carmel College was
very proud to have two students in the running for Darlington, Francis Humble and Dylan Wilson.

10

Careers Fair
On Tuesday 6th March a wide range of colleges, sixth forms and training
providers were invited to attend Haughton Academy for our annual Careers &
Choices event. Each year group had the opportunity to visit the Performance Hall
in designated time slots to speak to providers about what they can offer and
gather information to help them with their future choices.
All pupils were encouraged to use the opportunity fully to speak to staff from
colleges and providers and ask any questions they may have. Resources were
available for them to take away and look at after the event too.
The event was extremely helpful for all year groups from those pupils thinking
about their option subjects, to those looking at applications once they leave school.
Darlington College retail and curriculum manager Maria Harrop said, “The Year
7s were fantastic and among the best students I have come across. I was very
impressed by their enthusiasm and passion. They conducted themselves
confidently, they were very well behaved and were working to a plan.”

Open Days
Undergraduate
If you're thinking about studying full time at Teesside, come and visit us. It’s a great opportunity to
meet with staff and students and get all the information you need about our courses and the
fantastic facilities we have here at Teesside. Student Finance, Students' Union and Disability Services
will be on hand to offer advice and support all day.
Our next open day is on 16 June 2018, 9.00am - 3.00pm.
Postgraduate
Develop your Master Plan - Are you looking to progress in your academic life or career? With the
introduction of loans of up to £10,609 for students studying a masters degree and £25,000 for those
embarking on a PhD, there's never been a better time to study. Whether you're considering further
study to change career, enhance your CV or for personal interest, we have a wide range of courses to
suit you.
Our next open day is on 11 July 2018, 2.00pm - 6.00pm.
For more information about our open days please click on here
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Engineering Apprentice
A young engineer has the world at his feet after securing an apprenticeship with a major global
employer.
Darlington College student Joe Meisuria, 17, of Richmond, North Yorkshire, is set to take up a
trainee position with the world's 11th largest global design firm, WS Atkins Plc, at their premises in
Stockton-on-Tees. The design, engineering and project management consultancy, which was ranked
as one of the 25 best large companies to work for by The Sunday Times in 2017, employs over 18,000
staff members worldwide, in 300 offices, across 29 countries.
Joe, a former student at Richmond School and Sixth Form College, said, “I was so pleased when I
got the call from Atkins to say that I had secured one of only two apprenticeship positions. I knew
that I wanted to pursue a more practical avenue to learning after taking my GCSEs and had always
had an interest in civil engineering. My careers teacher told me about the Level 3 Extended Diploma
in Engineering at Darlington College, which over the past 20 months has given me a really solid
foundation in computer aided design experience, helped advance my mathematical engineering
skills and given me great support from my tutors in pursuing my apprenticeship.”
Joe will begin his apprenticeship working on innovative transport projects including railways,
motorways and bridges and will study one day a week at Teesside University.
“I’d love to progress to working on design projects for large buildings such as stadia in the future,
and with Atkins being such a massive global organisation, hopefully I will get to travel and perhaps
work in the USA one day”, said Joe.
Senior lecturer in engineering and extended diploma course tutor Rob Elliott added, “At Darlington
College we have been delivering our Level 3 Engineering course for over a quarter of a century so
have a long legacy of successful outcomes. Joe
has always been keen to learn and progress
and has shown a great deal of initiative to
secure his apprenticeship. By joining Atkins
the world has now become his oyster opening
doors to a wide range of engineering
possibilities in the future.”

Darlington College has already started to
make offers to applicants for the Level 3
Extended Diploma in Engineering course
starting September 2018.
For further information visit
www.darlington.ac.uk.

Darlington College student Joe Meisuria, 17, of Richmond,
North Yorkshire, with senior lecturer in engineering and
extended diploma course tutor Rob Elliott
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Apprenticeship Week
A group of Year 9 students from Carmel College recently took part in an
Apprenticeships event at the Inspire 2 Learn Centre, Middlesbrough.
The event hosted a wide variety of professionals from a multitude of
workplaces providing insightful presentations on the different types of
Apprenticeship. This included the National Citizenship Service
providing information on volunteer and extra-curricular activities to help
boost their CVs, to the National Apprenticeship College providing information on the wide variety of
opportunities available.
Students gained a detailed insight into the opportunities available to get into the workplace and
looked at the current Market Labour Intelligence to help inform which industries the jobs of the
future will be available in.
This trip helped the students to build on the important careers information they have been focusing
on during their PSHEE sessions this year and provided information to help inform making the right
options choice for GCSE.

Business Carousel
Year 8 pupils at Haughton Academy were
invited to the Performance Hall
throughout the day to take part in our
Business Carousel. Pupils visited stations
round the hall in small groups where they
spoke to a range of professionals from
various job roles to ask them questions
about their jobs, their career journey and
the industry they work in.
This was a fantastic opportunity for pupils to broaden their knowledge of different industries and job
roles, as well as developing their own personal skills such as their communication, confidence,
questioning and working with others.
The next issue of the 11-19 Practitioner Newsletter will be published in October 2018. If you have anything you
would like to be featured in the next issue, please send text and photos to:

reshma.begum@darlington.gov.uk by Friday 21st September 2018.
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