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Stay Safe & Healthy
MIKE Butler, Chief Executive of The Education Village Academy Trust praises the
efforts of staff and students during the Covid-19 pandemic lockdown.

I

hope you will enjoy this special
'Lockdown Edition' of the Village
Green. We thought you would like
to see some of what our Academies
and Free School have been doing in
recent weeks to provide education for
every pupil, as well as additional
support for those who need it.

“I know all the Academies
have made great efforts to keep
in touch and try to prevent
pupils feeling isolated, which
is so important right now.”
As you will know, staff have continued
to open our schools to relatively small
numbers of pupils and I am sure, like
me, you are grateful for all their hard
work in not only looking after this group
of children but also in providing work to
be completed at home.
It can never be the same as attending
school, but it is important that pupils
complete the work they are sent so that
the impact on their learning is as low as
it possibly can be in these
unprecedented times. Thank you for
everything you are doing as parents to
help with your child’s learning at
home. If you are struggling to support
your child, do get in touch with their
Academy or School, who will do all they
can to help.
Our staff have humbled me with their
dedication and willingness to turn their
hand to whatever has been needed.
They were delivering 'Grab Bags' and
providing supermarket vouchers for
pupils who are eligible for Free School
Meals long before the Government set
up the national scheme, taking food
hampers to those most in need, and
some of our schools even delivered
every child an Easter egg.
Academy staff and pupils have kicked
hundreds of toilet rolls round gardens
and Haughton staff created an

'Amarillo’ video, which can be found on the Academy's Facebook page.
I know all the Academies have made great efforts to keep in touch and try to
prevent pupils feeling isolated, which is so important right now. The creative
ways that staff have delivered online lessons have also been truly amazing.
In recent days, the Government has asked schools to start planning to open
more widely, starting in June, and we are now looking at guidance to see what
we can offer and to which pupils.
Of course, not everyone will want their child to come back to school just yet,
and what is clear is that this will be very much your choice as a parent.
For now, we are working to support the return of more pupils, and your child's
Academy/School will be in touch very soon to tell you what is planned and for
whom.
In the meantime, I hope you all stay safe and healthy.
Mike Butler
Chief Executive
The Education Village Academy Trust

‘Love your Lungs’
PATIENTS will be breathing easier thanks to the artistic endeavours of local
primary school children.

B

EFORE the social distancing lock down came into
force, head boy Zac Wilson and head girl Ruby
West of Gurney Pease Academy, paid a visit to the
respiratory ward of Darlington Memorial Hospital to
present vibrant artwork to nurses and patients.
The initiative was part of a programme called ‘Breath
and Breathing’ highlighting the importance of ‘loving your
lungs’ run in partnership with Breathe Easy, a support
group for people with respiratory disease.
Pupils at Gurney Pease Academy learned about the
importance of fresh air and lung health.
Breathe Easy is run entirely by volunteers who
themselves have respiratory disease. Former chair
Gaynor Williams explained that within the group there
were people with COPD, popcorn lung, asthma,
aspergillosis and numerous other diseases, who came
together for support and friendship.
In normal situations, the group provides the opportunity
for them and their families or carers to meet several times
a week for choir practice, adapted gym-based and
dance-based exercise classes, as well as social meetings
once a month where members have lunch and listen to
guest speakers. They also organise day trips.
Gaynor said: “The artwork the children have produced

again is wonderful and their enthusiasm is remarkable.
“It is so important to pass on messages about staying
healthy and looking after your lungs. Working with Gurney
Pease Academy will hopefully help to raise awareness,
whether on a personal level associated with smoking or
environmentally relating to pollution and air quality.”
Gurney Pease Academy Higher Level Teaching Assistant
Linda Cernik added: “Pupils worked incredibly hard and
produced some amazing work. The project has helped
reinforce the importance of looking after your health and we
are thrilled pupils’ artwork will bring a bit of cheer to
patients and visitors.”
Zac and Ruby, who handed over the art to staff on Ward
44, said they had enjoyed the chance to be creative.
Ruby said: “My painting wasn’t chosen for the hospital
walls but it is being displayed at school and we all really
enjoyed being a part of this project.”
For further information or for anyone wanting to join the
group, contact the British Lung Foundation helpline on
03000 030 555 and ask for Breathe Easy Darlington,
or look for it on Facebook. Alternatively, email
breatheeasydarlington@hotmail.com.

Gifting Galore
SCHOOL children have been working flat out to produce gift packs spanning the
generations to cheer residents of a retirement home.

B

EAUMONT Hill Academy pupils rallied to the cause
when asked to help residents through the difficulties
of the coronavirus pandemic.

“The children quickly began making
suggestions about what they could create and
together, with the support of the staff, the
pupils have ensured there are enough gift and
activity packs for each of the 44 residents.”
Beaumont Hill Academy Principal
Caroline Green

Beaumont Hill Academy students
used their creative skills to produce
a host of cheerful gift and activity
packs containing cards with
messages designed to lift the spirits
of residents who may be feeling
particularly isolated.
Principal Caroline Green said: “As
a school we are always looking to
see how we can support and
interact with our local community,
this is particularly important during
times like these.
“As expected, the pupils were
delighted when we were
approached by a parent, who is
currently working within Ted
Fetcher Court, with an idea.
“The children quickly began
making suggestions about what
they could create and together, with
the support of the staff, the pupils
have ensured there are enough gift
and activity packs for each of the
44 residents.
“The children and staff have
thoroughly enjoyed creating these
gift packs.
We hope that they brighten their
day and that our relationship will
continue in the future, allowing us
the opportunity to meet the
residents when we are out of
lockdown.”

Breakfast Delivery
SCHOOL staff are ensuring that pupils receive the best start to the day before
knuckling down to their home studies by delivering them breakfast.

N

EW York bagels, healthy cereals and porridge are
on the menu to kickstart the day for pupils at
Springfield Academy,
Staff have teamed up with the National Schools
Breakfast Programme which has been supporting free
breakfast provision at the Academy since last year.
The Principal and Deputy Head Teacher are packaging
up two-weeks’ worth of supplies and are busy delivering
the breakfasts to families, ensuring children are fuelled up
and ready to engage in remote learning.
Principal Richard Gartland said: “The National Schools
Breakfast Programme have been brilliant at delivering the
food to the school; they have really come up with the
goods. It takes us about four hours to deliver it all to about
100 families but it is worth every minute.
“We have to maintain social distancing but we can see
the children who wave at us through the window. We
have had a lovely reception from parents, guardians and
children and it is great to be able to maintain contact
through these very difficult times.”

Parent Georgina Gaddass said: “It amazes me every
day everything the school does for our children at this
time. I know I’ve said it before, but thank you so much.”
Pupils are making the most of the Trust’s virtual learning
platform with families receiving support with the
technological aspects of the system. Work packs,
textbooks and exercise books have also been delivered to
homes where the internet coverage is patchy.

Lockdown Learners
LOCKDOWN learners have been rising to the challenge of home-schooling with
an array of ingenious projects.

P

UPILS from Marchbank Free School have come up
with a variety of ways to continue learning during
the lockdown forced by Covid-19.
Their creativity has seen them build scale models of
Stonehenge, a volcano and waterfalls, walk a mile
towards a Hike to the Moon challenge set by a local
scout troupe, support the NHS with some spectacular
rainbow pictures and create a glow in the dark ball,
complete with instructions for classmates.
As part of a project entitled Tribal Tales, pupils have
taken an in-depth look at people living in the Stone, Iron
and Bronze Ages, while others have written a newspaper
and extended their outdoor learning by tackling a scented

garden by planting seeds, labelling parts of a plant and
drawing pictures of flowers and creating a firepit.
Executive Principal of Marchbank Free School Caroline
Green said: “These are challenging times for our
children, their parents and carers as they try to learn
away from the classroom, their friends and teachers.
“I have been incredibly impressed with the level of their
engagement and their ingenuity to produce a very high
standard of work during the lockdown period.
“I’d also like to thank parents and carers for supporting
their children so well during these difficult times and
teachers for all their efforts.”

A Piece of Cake
HARD working home-school pupils have found some lessons to be a piece of
cake – literally.

P

UPILS at Haughton Academy
have been combining their
numeracy and literacy lessons
into a bake-off to remember as they
learn to live with life under lockdown.

“How better to make the most
of home-schooling than
combining subjects into one
very tasty product - you really
can have your cake and eat it.”
Teacher of food and nutrition,
hospitality and catering Lesley Watts
Pupils were set the task of baking a
tangy lemon drizzle cake, cupcakes and
cornflake tarts, while others opted for
savoury.
The tasks involved using maths skills,
including weighing, measuring, ratios
and timing; literacy, including reading
and understanding written instructions
such as a recipe; and science,
understanding and investigating that
combining different ingredients and
adding heat will result in chemical
changes to texture and colour of the
final product.
They were also able to express their
artistic leanings by making the cakes
look good enough to eat.
Teacher of food and nutrition and
hospitality and catering Lesley Watts
said: “How better to make the most of
home-schooling than combining all
these important subjects into one very
tasty product. You really can have your
cake and eat it.”
Haughton Academy pupils have been
making the most of the Education
Village Academy Trust’s sophisticated
virtual learning environment to continue
their studies during the current Covid-19
pandemic.

Other pupils have been honing their
culinary skills on the barbecue by
making and cooking their own burgers,
lasagne and spaghetti Bolognese with
focaccia bread.

“I’ve been very impressed with
the levels of engagement of our
pupils during the lockdown.”
Principal Jonathan Lumb
Two pupils have made the most of
their isolation and technology to
complete industry standard allergen
training provided for free by the Food
Standards Agency, which will
strengthen their CVs.
An online virtual art gallery is updated
every two weeks and a Haughton’s Got
Talent competition is also due to be
staged over the internet for pupils to
practise their performing and musical
skills. Pupils past and present have
taken part in a social media ‘pass the
toilet roll’ video challenge.
Principal Jonathan Lumb said: “I’ve
been very impressed with the levels of
engagement of our pupils during the
lockdown. They have adapted well to
isolation and remote learning and I
think they will come through this period
with a host of new digital, academic
and vocational skills and a stronger
sense of resilience.”

‘Eggcellent’ Effort
PARENTS have thanked the Principal and Deputy Head Teacher of their
children's school after they spent more than nine hours delivering Easter eggs
to their pupils' homes.
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ICHARD Gartland, Principal at Springfield
Academy and his Deputy Head Teacher Paula
Austin delivered 246 eggs to children living in the

town.

“These teachers have gone above and beyond
to make sure their pupils are receiving what
they need and so they could be kept safe by
not leaving their homes to receive them.”
Parent Rachael Cook
Parent Rachael Cook, who son Jake-Ray was one of the
children to benefit, said: "These teachers have gone
above and beyond to make sure their pupils are receiving
what they need and so they could be kept safe by not
leaving their homes to receive them.
"They are also going to be doing deliveries for breakfast
to those who have opted in after the holidays."
The teachers have driven a total of 96 miles around the
town to deliver the eggs, which were left on doorsteps to
avoid direct contact, taking nine hours and 20 minutes.

Food for Thought
LOCKDOWN has given a school food for thought in how to make the best use of
the support it receives in running it’s breakfast club.
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URNEY Pease Academy partners with
bakers Greggs to provide children with a
breakfast club.
But as school is currently closed because of
Covid-19, grants that are being accessed through
Greggs are now being put to good use in
providing food parcels to support some children
and their families in the community.

“These are difficult times for us all and
we are delighted to do anything we can
to help our school community.”
Gurney Pease Principal
Alison Sinclair

Principal Alison Sinclair said: “These are difficult
times for us all and we are delighted to do
anything we can to help our school
community.
“Greggs have been so supportive of our
breakfast club, which ensures children have a
good meal in them to start the day’s learning, so
we were thrilled they wanted to continue helping
during lockdown.”
Gurney Pease Academy pupils have been busy
home-schooling using the Education Village
Academy Trust’s sophisticated virtual learning
environment, with work being set digitally.
Children were also keen to get involved in
helping others by supporting Captain Tom Moore
in his historic sponsored walk, which raised more
than £30m for NHS charities, by urging him on in
his endeavours and sending him cards for his
100th birthday.
Mrs Sinclair said: “This is so typical of our pupils
who are always very keen to involve themselves
in anything which helps others.
“We are very conscious that the best place for
our pupils to be is in school and, when it is safe
for schools to open, we look forward to seeing
them back.”

The Road to Amarillo
SCHOOL staff have been lifting lockdown spirits with an upbeat video watched
around the world.

S

TAFF at Haughton Academy, re-enacted
the popular Is This the Road to Amarillo
video, made famous by Peter Kay for
comic Relief in 2005 – and their efforts cheered
colleagues as far away as Singapore.
Sung by Tony Christie, staff, some in fancy
dress, marched and danced their way through
school, their homes and on exercise routes in a
three minute tribute to frontline workers.
As well as brightening the day of colleagues,
parents and pupils, the video was watched on
social media by colleagues in the Far East.
Haughton Academy principal Jonathan Lumb
said: “We are really missing seeing all of our
fantastic pupils and their families and wanted to
show their support to key workers on the
frontline of the coronavirus pandemic.
“Our rendition of the Tony Christie classic is
dedicated to them and to show our united
support for front line staff. We were
absolutely delighted when we received such
lovely feedback from our colleagues in
Singapore.”
Mr Lumb is part of the British Council’s
Creating Opportunity Worldwide – Building
Educational Bridges 2019/20 programme, a
joint venture with the Department for
Education.
The project involves English-Singaporean
exchange visits as primary and secondary
headteachers share best practice and address
means to secure consistently good teaching.
Outcomes and recommendations are reported
back to the Minister for Education.
The week-long English session was completed
in November last year in London but the return
leg in Singapore was due to be held in February
and had to be postponed because of Covid-19.
It is hopefully being rearranged for January
2021.
Mr Lumb said: “I was thrilled to be invited to be
one of the 10 English headteachers by the
Department for Education. It’s very prestigious
and I am delighted to be linked with the principal
of Junyuan Secondary School, Singapore,
Mohamed Razali B Abdul Hamed.
“It was such a surprise when he watched the
video and responded on Facebook and the
WhatsApp page.
“It was great to hear from him during these
troubled times and I am really looking forward
to visiting his school in January.”

Hollywood Effects
TEACHERS are using the latest technology to ensure pupils maximise and
enjoy their distance learning.
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UPILS at Springfield Academy enjoyed a stirring
start to school with a video rendition of I’m Still
Standing, introduced on piano by Principal Richard
Gartland, with staff throwing some serious moves,
dancing around their homes.
Meanwhile, nursery school teacher Jen Foster even
bought herself a moviemaker-style green screen so she
could project the right images as she read stories to
children – some of which parents have been using as
bedtime tales.
Mr Gartland said: “The video of the staff dancing went
down really well with the children and families. Staff were
great playing their part and looked to be having a lot of
fun.
“It was lovely to hear from one parent who said ‘the
video definitely cheered us all up and even brought tears
to our eyes – who would have thought that about a school
– but at this moment in time I think we can say Springfield
definitely isn’t just a school; we all feel like a family
coming together in more ways than we realise’.”
Mrs Foster added: “The green screen is amazing and
lets me read the stories in front of an appropriate
background, which has been warmly welcomed by
children and their families. It is lovely to think that my
stories are ending many children’s days and helping them
right up until bedtime.”
Springfield Academy teachers, pupils and families are
able to keep in touch via a sophisticated virtual learning
environment provided by the Education Village Academy
Trust.

Work can be set and feedback provided on a daily basis
and pupils can enjoy interactive learning complete with
video.
Mr Gartland said: “Springfield Academy is a very
close-knit community and our technology has been
fantastic offering us the opportunity to keep in touch and
teaching during these challenging and potentially isolating
times.
“Where families have struggled with the technology we
have been able to help by lending them some of ours and
supporting them with its use. We have also been able to
drop-off exercise and work books to complement the
digital platforms and I think when we come out of
lockdown we all will have learned a host of new digital
skills.”

